
Surgery – Post-operative Care

Even when an operation goes perfectly, careful post-operative care is still required to ensure 

successful healing and the best possible outcome for your beloved pet.

Important information

1) Strict rest   is essential for up to 14 days post-surgery (NO running, jumping, playing etc.)

2) It is essential that your pet wears a buster collar or medical pet shirt at all times to avoid the 

wound becoming infected. This should stay on for at least 2 weeks and should only be 

removed when you have been instructed to do so by a vet.

3) Give all medication prescribed as instructed on the label

4) If you notice any of the following signs, please inform us immediately

o Any gunk/discharge or foul smell coming from the wound

o Any swelling or bleeding beyond what is expected

o Vomiting, Diarrhoea or Inappetence

o Excessive pain/Inability to settle

o Any loose stitches

o Anything else that concerns you

5) Please do NOT interfere with the wound – if you have any concerns, please contact us

6) Please do NOT overheat your car – your pet will need to be kept warm but not excessively!

7) Please do NOT bathe your pet for at least 2 weeks post-surgery

How will my pet feel?

After a general anaesthetic, your pet will feel more sleepy than usual – this normally lasts for 24-48 

hours but can persist for as long as 72 hours.

What should I feed them?

Please offer small amounts of food/water on the first night after surgery, but don’t worry if they 

don’t want to eat straight away! Many animals feel a bit nauseous after a general anaesthetic – just 

gradually reintroduce food/water the next day.

We recommend feeding bland food or a specific “Digestive Support” diet for the first 24-48 hours 

after surgery – this can be purchased from us on collection, please ask at the desk for more 

information!

What next?

Please book a free of charge “Post-op check” appt with our reception team for 3-5 days time.

If you have travelled a long distance, it is important to book a post-op check with your local practice.

If you have any queries or if you are worried about your pet, then please do not hesitate to call us on 

01902 271 757
If you wish to send photographs as part of your post-operative care, then please email them to 

info@rockhousevets.co.uk

Should you have any concerns outside of our opening hours, please contact

Vets Now Wolverhampton (01902 218 189), Vets Now Telford (01952 253 963)

 Vets Now Birmingham (0121 238 2001)


